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Comparison between Structural Issues in Village-level
Elections in China and Regional Elections in Hong Kong

Shen Xuhui Chen Weixin

Abstract: This article chiefly examines the direct election of township-level
leaders, the next step in the self-governing movement. By integrating the existing
mechanisms and statutes with the experience of different levels of the Hong Kong
elections, theoretically the article asserts that in theory direct township-level elections
might give rise to two kinds of alienation: namely a “vertical organizational alienation”
between the directly elected township-level leaders and the directly elected village-
level leaders and a “horizontal governmental alienation” between the directly elected
township-level leaders and the township-tevel legislature (the people’s congress). The
article concludes with several ways tc prevent such alienations.

Key Words: Direct Elections of Township-level Leaders, Electoral System,
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