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A New Look at the Zhongdonglu Incident

SHEN Xiao-yun
( Department of History, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China)

Abstract: Historical records disagree over the cause of the Zhongdonglu Incident and the pro-
vocateurs. The fact was that the Incident was an armed border conflict caused by Zhang Xueliang’ s
attempt, at the instigation of Chiang Kai-shek, to recover by force the sovereign rights over Zhong-
donglu to get out of Chinag’s domestic and overseas predicaments. Unfortunately, in their poor
judgment over the degree to which the Soviets would respond, and the strength of Soviet military
power, China lost to the military strike of the Soviets, and found itself in a diplomatic dilemma. In
the end, China had no choice but to sign an agreement with the Soviets on their terms, which in
turn was to bring in negative influences in its aftermath.

Key words: Zhongdonglu; Soviet Union; Japan; Zhang Xueliang
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